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ACT ONE

FADE | N:
EXT: NI GHT SKY 1-1
Aesop the ow sl eeps cradled on the crescent noon. He
yawns, stretches and rubs his eyes as he wakes. Quickly he
flies off his perch and | ands on a dark stage with a single
spot | i ght.
EXT.: "STAGE" W TH SPOTLI GHT 1-2
He pulls a graduation cap fromunder his wing and places it
on his head. He snaps his bowtie, then pulls out a bell and
shakes it a few tines and addresses the audi ence.

AESCOP
Good evening | adi es and gentl eman, boys

and girls. Thank you so nmuch for
comng to ny class. Today |I'mgoing to
tell you an old and wonderful story,
one that | know you wll enjoy. Let ne
just -
The ow 1 ooks around in anticipation then pulls a watch out
from under his w ng.
AESOP ( CONT' D)
Now. ..where...is he...late as usual..
A smal |l nouse carrying a | arge book wal ks out of the
darkness into a spotlight. He is SOCRATES.
AESOP ( CONT' D)
(to Socrates)
Ah...There you are. Well hurry it up,
our class is waiting.

The smal |l nouse struggles with the |arge book then sets it
down panting from exhausti on.

( CONTI NUED)
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AESCOP ( CONT' D)
Wel |, thank you -- Socrates

SOCRATES
Your wel cone.

Socrates pushes the book over. It lands with a crash then
opens.
AESCOP
(to the audi ence)
Uhhh. .. Now where were we...
Socrates junps onto open book.
AESOP ( CONT' D)
Ah, yes...ny favorite topic, the stars.
SPARKLES begin to pour fromthe open book.
EXT.: WNTER SKY - STARS - N GHT

FADE | N:

a night sky full of stars (planetarium, which begin to nove
and rotate across the sky and then fade out as a G eek plate

appears. Sparkles and wheat stal ks appear on the pl ate.

AESCOP
Long ago, farners knew that it was tine

to harvest their crops when certain

stars filled the heavens.

Stars begin to appear, form ng the basic star configurations
for the follow ng constellations. Connect the stars to nmake

stick figures and then DI SSOLVE into characters.

( CONTI NUED)
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AESOP ( CONT' D)

In order to renenber which stars were

whi ch, they grouped certain stars

together to formthe basis of an inage -

like a harp or a ramor even a swan.
These are called constellations. To

hel p renmenber the various

constell ations, these farners created

wonderful stories, very dramatic and

sonetines tragic.

The i mage of a conpass fades on to the screen.

AESOP ( CONT' D)

Now, farnmers weren't the only people to

create these stories. There were poets

and early astrononers who | ooked to

t he

ni ght sky and i magi ned such wonderfu

things. The Wnter Sky has within it's

stars one such story...the story of

Oion the Hunter.

THEME MUSI C

TI TLE SEQUENCE

THE CAMERA TI LTS THROUGH THE NI GHT SKY TO
EXT.: THRACI AN FI ELD - SUNRI SE

The sun rises over the Thracian country side.

pans to a herd of sheep and a single shepherd,
ee- us).

1-4
2-1

The canera
HYRI EUS (hir-

( CONTI NUED)
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AESCOP
The story of Orion has been told in
many di fferent ways. One such story
| eads us to the faraway | and of Thrace,

where there |ived a poor shepherd nanmed

Hyri eus.

Hyrieus sits with one of his sheep.

AESOP ( CONT' D)
Hyrieus was a ki nd and generous nman but

he was very | onely.

2-2 EXT.: THRACI AN SEA SHORE - DAY 2-2

AESCOP
One day, Zeus, the great and powerful

King of all the gods, invited his

br ot her, Poseidon, the god of the sea
to an afternoon stroll.

Ent husi asti cal |l y Posei don accept ed.
They di sgui sed thensel ves as sinple
folk and set out to m ngle anongst the

nortals.

2-3 EXT. HYRI EUS' HOUSE - DAY 2-3

AESCOP
Soon they cane upon the house of

Hyrieus the | onely shepherd.
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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He had very little to share with his
guests, but he was a generous man , so
he sl aughtered the only ani mal he had
and prepared thema neal. It never
occurred to Hyrieus that his guests
could be nore than nortal. Yet he

treated themas if they were royalty

all the sane.

EXT.: THRACI AN FI ELD 2-4
Hyrieus sits on a rock all al one.

AESCOP
Zeus saw that Hyrieus' heart was as

pure as gold and he decided to reward

him..

Suddenly a huge baby plops into his | ap.
AESOP ( CONT' D)
...wWith a son.
DI SSOLVE TO:
STAGE 2-5
ORI ON, a young boy stands in his hunting pose.

AESOP ( CONT' D)
H s Name was Orion and in tine, he grew

to be strong, handsone and very tall.
He grows before our eyes right off the

Screen.

( CONTI NUED)
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SOCRATES
Ww he was as big as a gi ant!

AESOP
Well, maybe not that tall...
Orion shrinks down to proper size and
age.

AESOP ( CONT' D)
...But he was a great and m ghty
hunter, He wore a nmagnificent belt and
he carried a bow, arrows and a club of
bronze. Wth his two noble hunting
dogs, Sirius and Procyon, his
adventures were endl ess and the word of
his skill and courage soon filled the

| and.

EXT.: AEGEAN SEA - DAY 3-1

Orion shoots arrow which travels over several islands and

| ands on t
sign that

he island of Chios (Chee-o0s) where a MAN hammers a
reads "Hel p wanted" into the beach.

AESCOP
Eventually, it even reached the island

of Chios, the hone of King Cenopion,
who' s ki ngdom had been pl agued by wld

beast s.

A cl aw reaches out of a bush and snatches the man fromhis

post .

CUT TGO
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I NT. OENOPI ON' S PALACE - DAY 3-2

Orion bows to King Cenopion (ee-noh'pi-on) in his great
pal ace.

AESCOP
Ki ng Cenopion offered Orion great

riches if he would rid the island of

all it's beasts.
The king gestures to a single jewel atop a podium But Oion
isn't interested at all and he yawns and pl ays a bal anci ng
game with his club of bronze.
The king then turns and runs down the hall this tinme to
reveal a roomfull of treasure. Oion, still uninterested,

turns away to see...

MEROPE (ner' o-pee), the kings daughter, peek at himfrom
around a col um.

AESOP ( CONT' D)
...but Orion was enchanted with the

Ki ng' s daught er, Mer ope.
The king turns to see the two youngsters getting acquai nted.
He qui ckly junps between them and holds them apart. But

Mer ope continues to nake eyes at the smtten Oion

AESOP ( CONT' D)
Reluctantly, the King agreed that they

could marry, but only if Oion

succeeded.

Orion, hypnotized by |ove, floats through the air...

EXT. CH OGS - DAY 3-3

across the pal ace and out the door...

( CONTI NUED)
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AESCOP
Mesnerized by love, Oion was eager to

do the job.

...to a bush filled with beasts. He vigorously clubs them

AESOP ( CONT' D)
He becane the king' s best hunter,

clearing the entire island of wld

beasts.
Oion floats back towards the King, still in a daze..
I NT. OENOPI ON' S PALACE 3-4

As Orion floats in, Qenopion holds up his hand and breaks
Oion's | ove spell.

AESCOP
The King, never believing that Oion

woul d succeed, refused to honor his
agreenent and woul d not all ow Merope

and Orion to marry.

Orion slunps to the ground. The king rushes away to his
SATYR, a waiter.

AESOP ( CONT' D)
Fearing that Orion mght try to steal

hi s daughter and run away, the King
devised a plan to get rid of the

hunter. First he ordered his satyr to
give Orion a potion that would nake him

go blind.

The satyr takes the Kings order.

( CONTI NUED)
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SOCRATES
(interrupting)
Oh look....Satyr the waiter!

AESCOP
hm® Onh, alright, Socrates, that's
enough.
EXT.: OENOPI ON' S PALACE - TERRACE 3-5

The satyr brings a tray with a single drink to the
heart broken Orion. He sets down a napkin, the goblet of
poi son then exits.

Orion, with out breaking his nelancholy trance, downs the
drink like a shot of tequila and inmediately returns to his

pity party.
Then it hits him

Oion's face twitches in shock and his eyes becone two
"x'"s". He feels around for his club then uses it to find his
way out to the terrace when suddenly the King boots himover
the edge of the railing...

EXT. AEGEAN SEA - BASE OF CLIFF - DAY 4-1
Oion lands head first in a boat at the base of the cliff
and, with feet inthe air, imediately sets of to sea. He
continues to sail as the SUN and MOON arc across the sky.

AESCOP
Orion wandered through the ocean for

days and days until finally he | anded

on the island of Lemmos (lim"n%s).

EXT.: LEMNCS - DAY 4-2
The boat hits |and and Orion pops out of the boat and | ands
in front of sign which reads "WELCOVE TO LEMNOS" with the

sane words indicated belowit in braille. Oion reaches out
and reads the sign with his hands.

CUr 10

( CONTI NUED)
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A tour guide, CEDALION (ce-'dal-yon), sits |ooking bored in
a small booth with a large sign that reads "Si ght Seeing
Tours." Suddenly, Cedalion sees Orion and with a school
girl's excitenment, he grabs Oion by the armand hurries him
across the island and into another boat.

AESCOP
There he stunbl ed upon a gui de naned

Cedal i on.

EXT.: AEGEAN SEA - DUSK / N GHT 4-3

Cedalion and Oion set sail as Cedalion jabbers away and
points enthusiastically to all the sights.

AESCOP
Cedal i on knew that if they travel ed

East until the sun rose Orion's sight
woul d be restored. So they sailed all

ni ght. ..

EXT.: HELIUS | SLAND - SUNRI SE 5-1

The boat hits a rock and Oion flies out and over
Cedal i on's head. Cedalion waves good bye.

EXT.: HELIUS |SLAND - POCL SIDE - DAY 5-2

(CALYPSO MUSI C)
HELIUS (hee'li-us)is a hip god with a

gol den "sun" head like a big pie pan.
He wears a pair of cool sun glasses as
he | ounges by his "Aynpic" size pool

si pping an unbrella drink.

Oion lands in a pool side |lounge chair next to Helius.

( CONTI NUED)

*
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AESCOP

Eventually they reached the island of

t he sun-god, Helius, who gave Orion

back his sight with a strong bl ast of

sun-rays.
Helius tips his sun glasses and gol den rays shoot out of his
eyes into Oion's. Oion, alittle dazed | ooks to his side
where VANNA, one of Helius' bathing suit clad groupies,
shows him an eye chart as if she were gane show nodel .

CUT TGO

fuzzy eye chart with greek characters. Oion frowns and
turns back to the sun god who zaps hi m again.

ZOOM I N TO
ORION S EYES 5-3
ZOOM QUT TGO
EXT.: HELIUS | SLAND - DOCK - DAY 5-4
Orion, his eyes back to normal, puts on a pair of sun
gl asses and revels in his mracul ous recovery. He wears a
Hawai i an shirt and carries all sorts of souvenirs fromhis
visit to Helius' island resort. People cheer and wave at
Orion as he boards a ship and sails away.

AESCOP
Wth his sight restored Oion set sail

for the island of Crete.
SCOCRATES
Sailing again? | thought Oion was a
m ghty hunter?
AESCOP
I"mgetting to that, Socrates, please

be patient.

( CONTI NUED)
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END OF ACT ONE
FADE OUT
ACT TWO
EXT.: CRETE - FOREST - EVEN NG 6-1

Orion stal ks through the forest with his bow. As the canera
pans it reveals animals trenbling behind trees and rocks.

AESOP
Now, Orion had heard that Crete was a

hunter's paradise filled with all kinds
of wwld animals. It was a perfect place

for a mghty hunter.

EXT.: CRESCENT MOON - NI GHT 6-2
ARTEM S, the goddess of the nopon, |ounges on a crescent noon
i n apparent boredom Suddenly she perks up and | ooks down at
the Earth bel ow

CUT TG

ARTEM S POV:

Orion hunts in the forest clearing.

AESCOP
One evening, as he hunted in the

forrest, Orion caught the eye of the

noon goddess, Artem s.
Like lightening, Artem s grabs a bow and arrow and shoots a
silver arrow. ..
EXT.: CRETE - FOREST - EVEN NG 6-3

..and it lands at the feet of Oion. Oion stops dead then
slowy | ooks up at the goddess on the noon.

Orion and Artemi s exchange | ooks of anore.
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6-4 SERI ES OF SHOTS 6-4

various scenes of Artem s and Orion hunting together,
running in the woods having fun.

AESCOP
Artem s was the perfect conpanion for

Oion. As it turned out, she wasn't
only the nobon goddess, but the goddess
of the hunt as well.

SOCRATES
Ww what luck is that?

AESCOP
Yes, and as goddess of the hunt, she
| oved to roamthe forests wwth Oion
hunti ng ani mal s.
AESOP ( CONT' D)
Oion and Artemis were in |ove and they

spent many hours together.

6-5 EXT.: CRETE - FOREST - DUSK 6-5

Too many hours in fact. You see Artem s
could only be with Orion during the
day, for through the night it was her
responsibility to guide the nobon across
the sky. Artem s was so happy spendi ng
time with Orion that she kept

forgetting her goddess duti es.

( CONTI NUED)
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Oion picks flower to hand to Artems. Artem s | ooks at her
watch and, in a panic, darts off. Orion turns wth a flower
in hand to find Artem s has di sappear ed.

EXT.: APOLLO TEMPLE - TI ME CLOCK 6- 6
Apoll o stands with his arns crossed and his foot tapping.

AESCOP
It was Apollo, Artem s' brother, who

pul | ed the Sun during the day, and he

was not a patient man.
Artem s rushes past an annoyed Apoll o, who watches her with
destain. She quickly unties the noon fromits nooring and
casts off into the stars.

EXT.: CRETE - FOREST - EVEN NG 6-7

Orion, shoul ders slunped, shuffles along through the forest.
He | ooks up to see

ARTEM S ON THE MOON. 6-8

Oion, nowwth a smle fromear to ear, pulls out his bow
and shoots the flower up into the night sky.

EXT.: CRESCENT MOON - N GHT 6-9
Artem s catches the flower snells it and sm|les.

EXT.: APOLLO TEMPLE - TI ME CLOCK 7-1
APOLLO

with arns crossed rolls his eyes. He hops into his chari ot
and zips of into the night sky

AESCOP
By now, Apollo had becone pretty

annoyed with Artem s and Orion. Because
his sister was showing up | ater and

| ater, his days were getting |onger and
| onger.

( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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AESOP( CONT" D)
Now, Apollo wasn't a nice fellow. In

fact he was down right nean. He deci ded
that the only way to get even with
Artem s was to get her and her new
boyfriend in trouble. So he decided to
visit the goddess of the earth , nother
nature herself, Gaia (geye'a). The
earth was her domain so surely she

coul d hel p.

CUr 10

EXT.: GAIA'S PAD - DAY 7-2

(SI TAR MJSI O)

Apollo carries on as Gaia listens half hearted.

AESCOP
Apollo told Gaia all about Artems; how

she wasn't doing her job. How she and
Orion played all day | ong and sonetines
into the night. And how Orion nust be a
bad influence on Artem s. But Gaia
didn't pay nuch attention to Apollo. He
was known to conplain quite a bit. And
then Apollo told Gaia sonething that
she couldn't ignore: if all this
hunting conti nued, Orion would surely
finish off every animal that she had
ever made! Well, this worried Gaia.

( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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It was then She decided that Oion nust
be stopped! So she sent a mghty foe to
defeat him Gaia | ooks bothered by the
news. She lifts up a rock, pulls out a

smal|l scorpion and flings it off

caner a.

SCORPI ON SAI LS THROUGH Al R 7-3
EXT.: CRETE - FOREST - EVENING It | ands behind Orion who
sits on a rock plucking the petals off a flower. The
scorpion grows bigger and bigger until it fills the screen
and casts a shadow over the unsuspecting Hunter.

Oion slowy turns to see SCORPI O, the giant scorpion.

FI GHT SEQUENCE ALA POVNERPUFF G RLS 8-1
TECHNO MUSI C

Suddenly Scorpio strikes wth his giant stinger just as
Orion junps out of the way. Orion and Scorpio runble.

Apoll o junps up and down in el ation.

AESCOP
Apoll o couldn't believe his luck. He

woul d get to see Scorpio finish off

Oion once and for all!
Scorpio grabs Orion in aclaw. It |looks like he is finished.
Then he sees his bronze club lying on the ground al nost

within reach.

Orion grabs the club and begins to whoop up on the nonster.
Apol |l o panics; things may not go his way after all.

EXT.: CRESCENT MOON - NI GHT

Oion lets out a yell that gets the attention of Artem s.

( CONTI NUED)
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AESCOP

Artem s desperately wanted to hel p but

she could not | eave her post. Artem s

grabs her bow and tries to take aim at

Scorpio. But they are noving to fast.
Apoll o sees Artemis with her bow drawn and junps into action
hi msel f. Quickly he unhitches the sun and pulls it into the
sky. ..

ARTEM S (IN SLOW MOTI ON) The suns light blinds Artem s just
as she rel eases the arrow.

The arrow strikes the arnor of Scorpio and defl ects and
hits Orion.

Artem s reacts with horror then turns away.

DI SSOLVE TO:
EXT.: CRETE - FORREST - SUNRI SE 9-1
Artem s cradl es the body of Oion.

AESOP
Poor Artem s was heartbroken. How coul d

t hi s have happened?

Artem s | ooks up to the sky to see:

ZEUS peering down fromhis cloud. Artem s looks to himin
despair.

AESOP ( CONT' D)
She pleaded with Zeus to bring him

back, but, sadly he would not. Zeus
just shakes his head and returns to the

cover of his cloud.

CUr 10

( CONTI NUED)
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ARTEM S sits on a rock. *

AESOP ( CONT' D) *
It was beyond her powers to bring Orion

back to |ife but there was sonething

that Artem s coul d do.
Artem s takes a breath and wi pes a tear from her eye. She
takes a single arrow an shoots it into the night sky.

APOLLO ducks as it narrowy msses his head. Then it bounces *
of f several stars and creates

THE CONSTELLATI ON OF ORI ON 9-2

AESCOP
Now Artem s and Orion are together

again and they will travel through the

heavens together for all eternity

CUT TO
Artemis and Orion frolic in the stars the sane as they did
on earth. Artem s takes her place on the nobon and waves at
her love from across the sky. Oion smles and raises his
club and takes the pose of his constellation.

AESOP ( CONT' D)
You too can find Orion in the wnter

sky, wearing his fanous belt and
hol ding his bronze club, with all his
conmpani ons. .. ..

SCOCRATES
Look! There's Sirius and Procyon too!

AESCOP
Yes and they will be there for all the

seasons of your life.

( CONTI NUED)



Legends of the Night Sky:Orion 19.

10-1

10-2

CONTI NUED:

The stars fade.

DI SSOLVE TO:
EXT.: "STAGE" WTH SPOTLI GHT 10-1
The book cl oses

AESCOP
And so the story ends. But there are

ot her seasons and many nore stories,
each as wonderful and fascinating as
this. So cone back next season, and
"Il tell you another story, of another

time and anot her pl ace. ..

they zoomout into small burst.
DI SSOLVE TO:
EXT.: STARS 10-2

Aesop and Socrates flying away. Mouse turns around to wave
good bye and

ROLL CREDI TS
FADE QUT.
END OF ACT TWO



